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” ecroESntinannantes © I 
TODD STPORDDOD. 


T.O + F-HE 


«| 7 Right Honourable George Earl-of Berkeley, 8ci- 
. Cufias Rataloras of Fx County of POPs. | 


My Lords 

VV -the\Hdonour the Gentlemen on the Bench were - 
Nt eaſed. to-do me inchuſing me for their Chair- 

man: ut when 1 was forcd-to ſubmit to; their ermedh. + Yo 

accepting an Office for - which. 1. was ſo. ill qualified, 

tremely ſur prized at the unuſual COOET, the. A, fr & 

fuſt, and then- the. Court, ng {efiring, me 20 


wk F Petitioned Lordſbip t0.4 he. * 
Esſter Seſſions *\ Doaking, I eg Ted * 


we” F x ought 
——_ =p PE 
a tboſe- that appear Aa *My-Lor | 
deficient i oo ES (2ual, = , 0 oy : 
fore 1 thoaght i&-wecefſary.t Your: Lordſbip's Prot 
- rang Diſcourſe. edn, ah rare 1 configer your Lad: ; 
Ip 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


{hip as a zealous Patron of Religion and Vertne, or as 4 true 
Friend to the Intereſts of your Country, and, by conſequence, 
entirely devoted to their Majeſties Service ; or whether I con- 
/ider the High Office your Lordſhip ſo deſervedly enjoys in 
this County, and the Obligations I owe your Lordſhip for ho- 
nouring me with your Friendſhip; in all theſe reſpetts, my 
Loreal, there can be no Perſon ſo fit as your Lordſhip, to defend 
the following Sheets from the Cenſures of Atheiſtical Liber- 
tines, and Seditious Mal#-contents. If we were to Jullee of 
the Strength of theſe two Parties by their Clamour, and their 
poſitiveneſs in what they aſſert, then Religion, Vertue, and 
Loyalty might juſtly be apprehenſive of them as dangerous and 
formidable Enemies. But thoſe Argurnents had need be itte- 
fragable that can perſwade a Man of Senſe, either that Wick- 
edneſs and Goodneſs are of the ſame intrinſeck Value, and e- 
qually eligible ; or that a Deſpotick Monarchy is preferable to 
the excellent Motel of onr Engliſh Government. And though 
they were Maſters of as much Wit an# Art as the Epicurean 
Poet, or the Malmsbury Phitofopher ; (whoſe Dittates they 
for the moft part Copy after) yet Principles that are im them- 
ſelves falſe, and, befides that, undermine the Publick Secari 
ty, and deſtroy the private rn of Mankind muft never 
hope to be generally entertained, unleſs they have better re- 
commendations than ſuperficial Sophiſtry, and ſmooth Lan- 
guage. But, my Lord, "tis the proper Buſineſs of a Dedication 
to k on the Defenſive : and therefore I ſhall not engage my 
ſelf any farther in this Quarrel. —T have only this to ſay in be- 
half of my ſelf, that whoever thinks T have proſtituted my Pew 
either to Revenge, Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, ts very much 
miſtaken; for as I never received any perſonal Aﬀront or In- 
jury from the laſt Government, ſo neither do I expe or hope 
for any profitable Employments, or great Places under the pre- 
ſent: But amn as free on the one hand from Malice, as 1 amo 
the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the other from Flattery. By this the World may ſee T have 
no private Aims, but have fiucerely and freely declared the 
Gemime and Unbyaft diftates Y my Reaſor.. Aud a T pre- 
fire to ſhelter ider your Lordfhip's Patronage ; and fince I 
have bets, as it were, forcd to Print theſe. Papers, it is ns 
ſmall comfort to me that 1 have thereby aw, Opportuuity pub- 
lickly to own your Lord)bip's kindneſs in appointing, at my re- 
mueſt; the laſt Seſſions at Dorking, aud 1» giving me reaſon 
to hope that that place ſhall now and then, by your Lordſhips 

rant, ſhare an advantage from which it hath for ſome time 

bu exHnided,”' and hich, 1 afſare my ſelf, they 'will for the 


fatare deſerve Better by prevailing with the Juſtices to fill the 


Chair with a Perſon fitter for that Employment, then, 


My Lord, 
Betchworth' Apr. ' Your Lotdthip's moſt 
I2. 169%. | | 
Obliged, Qbedienty and 


Humble Servant, 
HUGH HARE. 


Ad. General! quarterial” Sefion. Pacis Domini Regis © 
Domine Regine Com” Sur tent" in © pro Comitatu pre- 
difts apud Dorking. in eodem Comitatu. die'Martis in 
Septimand proxima. poſt. Clauſum Paſch' ſcilicet, quinto 
die Aprilis, Amo Regni Dom: Will . & + Dom. Mar. 
Dei gratia Angie, Scotia, Frantiz, & Hiker ug, 
Regis & Regine, fide: Defenſarum, 8c. quarto coram Yi 
Tuſticiatiis +bid. aſignatis, &c. | | 


N Reading \the- Addreſs of the: Grand Inqueſt, for 
the body of this County at | the General Quarter 
Sellions of the Peace, now held for this County: at. Dork- 
ing; whereby it is deſired that the Honourable Zugh Hare 
TA would pleaſe to--permit*® his Religious Learned, and | 
Loyal Charge now given-to the ſaid Grand Inqueſt to be 
Printed. * The Juſtices now preſent in Court, do Concurr 
and Agree with the faid Grand Inqueſt in their; Addreſs, 
and 'do-'defire that the ſaid Mr. ZZare would pleaſe to per- 
mit his ſaid Charge to be Printed. 


Sit 


Vf 


Per Car. 


Exr. per Will. Smith Cler. pacis 
Com. Sur. Pred. 


0 


ut 4 


Sur ſl. E E whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, being 

the Grand Jury for the ſaid County, 
do, preſent our Humble Thanks to the Honourable Fuzh 
Hare Eſq; Chairman at the general Quarter Seſſions held 
at Dorking, in the ſaid County, the. 5th. of April, 1692. 
for his Religious, Learned and Loyal Charge; and do 
humbly deſire, that for the Advantage of this County, 
for whoſe Benefit it was intended, he would permit the 
ſame to be Printed. 


Tho. Baker | Fohn Knight 
Tho. Vincent Tho. Spong 
Valentine Hayward Walter Lonhurſft 
John Iſted | Tho. Cannell 
Fohn Goldhawke John Page 
Thomas Francis Michael Greene 
Will. Luck Will. Wood 
Fohn Hill Will. Wood 
Miles Dudley Jo. Gardiner 
Fohn Woodman | Foſeph Bignold 
John Stilwell Charles King 
Fohn Rowod Richard Hubbard 
Tho. Harther 
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Charge Given 


General Quarter Seſſions 


OF THE 


PEACE 


For the County of 


SURREY 


HOLDEN 
At Dorking on Tueſday the 5* day of April, 1692. 


Gentlemen of the Fury, 
\ S the Neceſſity of Government flows from the Corruption of 
Humane Nature, ſo the Strength, the Glory, and the . Ho- 

nour of it conliſt in the regular Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; 
and as without the one, Societies cannot be upheld, ſo without the 0- 
ther, all Communities would be but little better than well modelled 
Combinations to oppreſs, cheat, and ruin the weaker and ſubmitting 
7 part 


(2) 
part of Mankind. Not, but that the advantages of a Political Union 
are ſo Conſiderable, that it may be doubted whether 'T'yranny it ſelf, 
though as execrable as that formerly practiſed by the Reman Nero, 
and in theſe our Days, revived with many Additions by the French 
Louis, be not rather to be choſen than a wild and confuſed Anarchy. 
This State, expoſes Men to the Frauds and Violence of all their Neigh- 
bours, and the extravagant Caprices of the Mobile; and the orher, 
ſubjects whole Nations to the mad Frolicks and brutal Pafſions of a 
flartered and abufed Tyrant. 

Both extremes are very Dreadfull, and as much to be deprecated 
as a raging Peſtilence, or any other common Calamity : While the 
mean between them, from which they both fo tar deviate, is a Co 
well drawn from that Great, and not to be parallelled Original of 
God's Government of the World , whoſe onely end is to promote the 
happineſs of his Creatures, as the Peace, Safety and Publick good 
of the People, ought to be no leſs the Aim of all Rulers, than it is 
the Reaſon why Government wes at firſt Inſtituted, How happy 
therefore, and how much to be valued are the Conſtitutions and Laws 
of England, whereby we are delivered from both Extremes? We nei- 
ther fie under the Terror of an Arbitrary Power, nor are we caſt 
looſe to the Wildneſs of ungoverned Mulkitudes ; we neither groan 
under the 'T'yranny of a French Army, nor the Madneſs of the Law- 
leſs Rabble. Our Laws are Writ neither on Sand, nor with Blood, 
for they are neither calic to be Defaced, nor cruel in their Execution ; 
but ar®a knowrr and eſtabliſhr Rule, whereby we are taught how to 
adminiſter Juſtice, and whereby/ as Mens Rights are limited, fo their 
Paſſions are reſtrained, and the Publick Peace 13 ſettled 02 a ſecure 
Foundation. Prerogative and Property which are ſo much abuſed as 
pretences for Opprethion on the one Hand, and Sedition on the other, 
are by our Laws fo well diſpoſed and regulated, that being twiſted to- 
gether in a mutual Defence, they aftord our Iffand a fafer Protefion 
than the Ocean that ſirrounds it ; and having cruſhe all the Domeſtick 
Enemies that ſecretly Project our Ruine, ſtrike a Terrour on thoſe Fo- 
reipners, that would Invade our Repoſe. The Subject I am upon is fo Co- 
ptous and fo Pleaſant, that ſhould I follow my own Inclinations, I ſhonld 
waſft that time in Speaking which may be much better ſpent in Acting for 
the good of our Country. Therefore I ſhalt make my Charge as ſhort as 


COn- 
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ootveniently I may, being fully ſenſible that you all know, as well 
as I, the Buſmeſs for which we are here met together. And I am 
ſure they ſerve the Government beſt, who though they may want 
Eloquence to give it its due Praiſes, yet have courage enough to de- 
fend and preſerve it when diſturbed by any Enemies. In which 
nutnber are to be reckoned, not only that Ambitious, Bloody and Per- 


hdious Prince (that 1/-mael of our Ape, whoſe Hand is againft every Man, Gen. 16, 
and every Man's Hand againſt Him) with whom we are at this time ** 


neceſlarily engaged in a juſt and honourable War, for the common 
Safety, Liberty, and Repoſe of Ewrope ; but alſo thoſe more dange- 
rous Enemies, our Domeltick Ones: 1 mean all Prophane, Lewd, 
Debauched, Traiterous, Seditious, Lawleſs and diforderly Perſons, 
who Blaſpheme God, and Diſhonour themſelves ; who confpire the 
rum of the Government, under whoſe Proteftion they live, and cen- 
ſure all its Proceedings; who Rob, Murther and Oppreſs the Inno. 
cent, and, in a word, diſturb the Publick Peace. Of all which forts 
of People I may truly fay, that as they are a Scandal and Reproach 
to Humane Nature, ſo do they naturally weaken the Foundations 
of any Conſtitution, and muſt in time, if not duly tepreſs'd and puniſti'd 
occalion its overthrow. 'Therefore the Laws of England have ſeveral 
ways wiſely provided Remedies for ſo great an Evil, and Preſervatives . 
apainlt ſo dangerous a Diſtemper. Among which, 1 tnay reckon 
the chiefeſt ro be the Court of Quarter Sefſions, which is four times in 
a Year held in every County. A Court fo Homnurable, that it re- 
ceives its Authority by a ſpecial Commiſkon from their Majeſties, in 
which the higheſt Subjefts of Engiord think it an additional Dignity 
and Privilege to A&t for the Publick Good, and in relation where- 
unto the King himſelf is by our Laws ftiled the Principal Conſeryator 
of tize Peace: A Title, glorious without Pomp, and clearly expreſkive 
of the weighty Burthen annexed to Royalty ! And as our Ofhee: is 
Honourable, fo is it likewiſe very Ancient; tor belides, the Reaſons 
we have to believe that this, or ſomething very like it, was Contem- 
porary with the Original of our Own, and moſt other Governments; 


belides, this (I fay) our Chronicles inform us that William the Firlt,yallinſh.2. 


commonly called the Conquerour, about the fourth Year of his 
Reign, which is above” Six Hundred Years ago, ordained Juſtices 
of the Peace, Though the firſt particular Statute we meet with con- 

B 2 cernng 


3» C. 16» 


Ifar. c. 57, 


Va2l. 


iſat..c, 9 
Vob 


('4) 
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Star. 1, E, cerning it, is of a younger date, viz. the firſt Year of Edward the 'Third's 


Reign. How generally uſeful and ſerviceable to the Country this 
our Authority hath been found ro be, needs no other Proof, than, 
the conl:derable enlargements it hath {ince that time received, 


Whereas the High Commiſſion Court, the Star Chamber, the 
Court of Wards and Liveries, and ſeveral other Courts, being found 
to deviare from their Original Inſtitution, and inſtezd of giving Eaſe, 
Relief, and Security, to become Burthenſome and Oppreflive to the 
Subjeds, have been ſuppreſs'd by Authority of Parliament. But 
the Wiſdom of the Nation inſtead of vacating our Power, hath in ſe- 
veral Particulars extended the Limits of it; for they could not but 
be ſenſible of the vaſt advantages that every Man receives by fo fre- 
quent and ſo regular, fo cheap and fo eafie an Adminiitration of 
Juſtice, whereby all violences are checkt, and the Infringers and Di- 
{turbers of rhe Publick Peace, are hindred from- triumphing in their, 
unpuniſh d V illainies, 


That Peace is in its ſelf the greateſt 'Tempcrel Blefling that either: 
Nations or private Men can enjoy, is not only evident from the un- 
avoidable Miſeries and Calamities that attend the contrary State, 
and cloud the Glories of the moſt ſucceſsfull; Conquerours ; but alſo 
from the high Encomium the Holy Spirit gives of it throughout the: 
Bleſſed Scriptures. It was all along promiſed to the Jews, who then 
were God's peculiar People, as the greatelt reward that he could be-. 
ſtow on thoſe who were obedient to his Laws; And whenever they 
notoriouſly fwerved from this Divine Rule, how ſeverely did they feel 
the Frophet [/aiab's Denunciation executed wupon them, There is no; 
Peace, ſaith my Ged, to the Wicked : which is literally terihed as to' all. 
Mankind, whether we conl:der them united into ſeveral Political So-+ 
cieties, or under the C haraCter of private Perſons; in. both ſtations 
Peace and Cecurity, Quiet and Comfort, are at az vaſt a cilance 
from them, as they are from Innocence» and Integrity. | One of the» 
CharaCters under which our Bleffed Saviour's Birth was foretold, and, 
Is extraordinary Qualifications deſcribed, is this, he ſhall be called — 
The Prince of Peace. When this Prophecy was tulhiled by our Savi- 
ours Myſterious. .Incarnatian, the whole World was at Feace,. the, 

Cates 
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Gates of the 'Temple- of Famus which had fo long ſtood -open, were 
then ſhut, and when the joyfull Tidings of our Lord's Birth were 
Proclaimed by Angels to the Shepherds, Men of an innocent Life, and 
a meek and ſedate "Temper, this Seraphick Hymn concluded the 'Gra- 


cious Meſſage on which they came; Glory to God in the Higheſt, on earth Lak. c. 2. 


Peace, good will towards Men. 


How noble a Title does our” Saviour in his fr{t Sermon on the 
Mount, beſtow on the Peace Makers, .whom he not only declares Blet- 


ſed, but alſo promileth chat they ſball be called the Children of God : "That Mat+ C. 5. 
God of Love and Peace, who by the Gofpel of Peace, which his Ecer- '* 7 


nal 'Son promulgated to the World, hath made all Mankind capable 
of everlalting Salvation. It would be vain preſumption in me to en- 
large any farther on the Bleſſings of this happy State, whoſe praiſes 
have been ſo fully celebrated by the Voice of God and the Tongues 
of Angels ; and after all that can be faid of the Strength, the Beauty, 
the Pleaſure, and all the other deſirable Conſequences of Peace, Tran- 
quility, and Freedom, (for Peace is not to be wiſht for, when it wants 
thoſe main ingredients in its compolition) the advantages and the delights -- 
of it, are rather .to be felt than expreſs'd. Bur as neceflary as it is for 
the well being, of Mankind, and the cementing of Societies, we mult 
look upon it, not only as the Reward, but as the Natural ProduCt 
of Juſtice; which being a vertue. whereby. we are always ready. to' - 
yield to every one thcir due, how can that be called” a ſtare of Peace, - 
wherein God, to whom, as he is our Creator, we owe the. greatelt* 
Hohour and Reverence, is daily blaſphemed and aftronted by the Pro- 
phane and Licentivus; and wherein Mens reciprocal Duries to each 0- 
ther are ſo little regarded, that Treafons and Murthers, Robberies 
and Oppretſions, Frauds and Rapines, .and the worſt ſort of Rapine,: 
Extortion, are daily committed with impunity ? This is no more a ſtate 
of true-Peace and well grounded fecurity, than na Lethargy, i a ſtate 
of. bodily Health, or a Conſcience ſeered and tupiked with the daily 
perpetration of the greateſt Villainies, is a ſtate of Grace and Salvati- 
on. Put I hope ir is not our misfortune to be in'theſe Circumſtances, 
at a time when we are particularly order'd} by their Majeſties, (who 
are. themſelves. admirable Examples of Picty and Vertue) to fee all 
aw good Laws againſt Vice and Debauchery, -and all manner of dif- 


orderly 
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orderly and irregular Attions, duly and impartially put in Execution, 
Therefore that we may, if it be poſſible, fre thoſe days the Pfalmiſt 
ſpeaks of, hen Righteouſneſs, and Peace ſhall kiſs each other, I ſhall re- 
commend to you (Gentlemen of the Jury) and toall others concerned 
in it, to ſearch and enquire after, to preſent, inform againſt and pro» 
ſecute according to Law, all Offenders againſt the Rules of Juſtice ; 
which as it relates to different Obje&ts, I ſhall diſtinguiſh under theſe 
two general Heads, of Moral and Civil Juſtice. Under the former is 
comprehended all Prophaneneſfs, Vice and Immorality ; and under the 
latter, all 'Treaſons, Murthers, Felonies, and Breaches of the Publick 
Peace, and all other Crimes which you are Sworn to inquire into, 
and preſent, according to the belt of your Skill and Knowledge ; and ' 
I doubt not but you will acquit your ſelves of this your Duty, with 
all Honeſty, Diligence, and 1mpartiality, remembring the Solemn Ob- 
ligation you have. laid upon your Souls, and the ſtrict account that 
you muſt at the laſt day-give of your Actions, before the great 'Tri- 


bunal. 


Gentlemen, 'The Offenders againſt Moral Juſtice are thoſe who 
are guilty of profane Ontng and Swearing, of Perjury and Subore- 
nation, of the Profanation of the Lord's Day, of Drunkenneſs, Adul- 
tery, Fornication, and all other diflolute and diſorderly PraCtices, 
which do ſtill abound in this Kingdom, notwithſtanding the many 
good Laws in force againſt theſe Crimes ; which Laws it they were 
duly and impartially Executed, Vice and Debauchery would be much 
lefs Impudent, Scandalous, and Contagious, than now they are ; and 
conſequently the Guilt of National Impiety, would not fo loudly call 
for Vengeance. Gentlemen, we neither want good Laws, nor due 
incouragement from our Superiors, nor yet good. Magiſtrates of the 
Higher Rank ; but the Conſtables, Headboroughs, and other under 
Ofticers, have fo little Religion or Honeſty in them, that their neg- 
—=_ in Informing and Proſecuting, renders our pains as it were, in- 
eftectual for the promoting a general Reformation of Manners. 'There- 
fore I muſt give it you particularly in Charge, to make a ſtrict en- 
quiry into the Defaults and NegleGts of all Petty Conſtables, Head- 
boroughs and 'T'ythingmen, in the Execution of their Office ; but 
more eſpecially you are to enquire whether they have duly Executed the 
Order 


(7) 
Order of the Quarter Seſſions holden- for this County at Kingſton in 
Ofober laſt; Printed Copies whereof have'been affnxt to the Doors of Pa- 
riſh Churches, and in other Publick Places ; that as the Officers of fome 

rticular Hundreds have been minded of this their Duty, by a Month- 
ly Petty Seffions kept for the ſame purpoſe by the Neighbouring Ju- 
ftices ; fo the whole County ſhould, by this more Publick A& of the 
Quarter Seſfions, know that it is the unanimous Reſolution of us all to 
do our Parts towards the puniſhing and repreſfing theſe Vices fo juſtly 
hatefull 1» God and to all good Men. And Gentlemen, let me once 
more tell you, it is your Buſineſs to enquire into, and make due pres 
ſentment of the neglect or connivance of all Officers of Juſtice concern- 
ed in the Execution of theſe Laws; for ſince we find by experience, 
that they have ſo little regard either to the Glory of God, the good of 
their Countrey,or the performance of their own Oaths, it is highly con- 
ducive both to they own. good, and to the better demeanour of their 
Succefſors, that they ſhould be made Publick Examples of, and ſuffer 
Fine and Imprifonment as the Bench ſhall think fr. 


Gentlemen, I am ſorry the prevailing Wickedneſs of the Age has 
made this digreſfion of mine ſo neceſ{ary ; I fhall now proceed to dif- 
courſe farther to you on the ſeveral parts of Moral Juſtice, and after 
] have repreſented to you the Nature of thoſe Vices which-are con- 
trary to it, and the Penalties our Laws annex to ſuch Vices ; I ſhall 
juſt hint ro you ſome weighty and indiſpenhible Obligatzons, which 
yon, as well as other Officers of Juftice lie under, diligently, zealoufly 
and impartially to joyn in the promoting fo good a Work. 


And firſt, Gentlemen, the daily increaſe of profane Curhng and 
Swearing is a thing ſerioufly and fadly to-be confidered. Men arenow 
grown fo hardned and riveted in this Blaſphemous Cuſtom, that one 
may juſfty wonder at the Mercifull- forbearance of Almighty God, in 
net puniſhing rhoſe impious Wretches by an immediate ſtroke of his 
Almighty Vengeance; in not configning them, in the very inſtant of 
their Wickedneſs, to that Devil whoſe ProteQtion they fo often invoke, 
in not ſinking them quick into that irrecoverable State of Damnation 
they Þ zealouſly- imprecate upon theraſelves, for the confirmation of 
fome trifling matter, not worthy a wiſe Man's notice, and perhaps ſome- 

r1mMes 


” Hierocles, 


ſ[Exod,.c, 


20. V. 7. 


Sc, Mar. c. 
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times of a downright falſhood ! This is an Immorality ſo unworthy 
of any one who profeſſeth himſelf a Chriſtian, that even an honelt 
Heathen would have bluſht to be furprized in ir; for though -their 


Religion was falſe, and their Gods were fiQtitious, yet they were ra- 


ther guilty of an immoderate Superſtition,than of any thingthat ſo much 


2s bordered upon Prophaneneſs, which, of the two Errors in. Wor- 
ſhipping the Deity, is far the more ,inexcuſable. And as this Sin is 


very dilhonourable to God, fo is it in this particular extremely dange- 
rous to Humane Societies ; in that it makes Men carelefs and incon(- 
derate of what they aflert or promiſe, though they conkrm it with 
the moſt Solemn Oaths. For (as a wife Heathen excellently obſerves) 
from a common cuſtom of Swearing, Men eafily flide into Perjury ; 
therefore (lays he) if thou wouldſt nor be Perjured, do not uſe to Swear. 
And how c2n it be conſiſtent with Reaſon, that a Man, who hourly 
.provokes God by raſh and vain Swearing, ſhould boggle at a falſe 
Oath, whenever his Luſt, his Covetouſneſs, his Revenge, or his Am- 
bition prompt him to it, and importunately demand to be gratihed, 
though at ſo vaſt a Price ? Beſides this, at how low a rate do they va- 
Jue their immortal Souls, who expoſe. them to the Wrath of God and 
Eternal Damnation, by a Sin from which they cannot reap the leaſt 
Profit or Pleaſure? For, whereas the Covetous, the Revengefull, the 
Voluptuous, the Ambitious ; nay, the Apoſtate himſelf, may at the 
day of Judgment plead, (though even their Plea will be rejected as 
Frivolous and inſufficient) the ſtrength of Temptation, and the irreſi- 
ſible Violence of Fear, Anger, or Deſire; the common Swearer will 
have no pretence or excule to alledge in his behalf, but that which will 
heinouſly aggravate his Guilt, the inveteracy of an ill Habit, and the 
prevalency of Atheiſtical Examples. ' Since therefore every ſingle Act 
of this Sin, much more a.daily repeated Cuſtom of it, is a dire&t con- 
tempt of the third Commandment ; (Thou ſhale not take the Namt of the 
Lord thy Ged in vain,) and of the dreadfull Penalty annexed to it ; as 
likewiſe of that Expreſſion of our Saviour, (By thy Words thou ſhalt at 
the lait day be Fuſtified, and by thy Wards thou ſhalt be Condemned.) We 
may reaſonably Conclude, withcut exceeding the Limits of Charity; 
that none who are habitually guilty of this Prophaneneſs, can ferioutly 
believe and lay to heart the Principles of the Chriſtian, or even of Na- 
tural.Religion, which ſo ſtrictly and poſitively forbids it, Burt .there 

is 
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is no need at preſent to-enlarge any farther on this Argument ; for 1 
hope, Gentlemen, I have faid enough to diſlwade you from conniving 
at the negligence of the under Officers, in puniſhing ſo enormous a 
Crime; 5 which the Land too juſtly mourns, and to which - our 


Laws have affixed the following Penalty ; namely, Twelve Pence for "TY 
every profane Oath and Curſe, The Forfeitures fall ro the Poor of the Jac. I. C. 
Pariſh where the Offence is Committed, and the Offender is to be Pro- 20» 


ſecuted within twenty days- after ; if the Oaths or Curſes are uttered 
in the hearing -of any Juſtice of the Peace, there needs no farther 
Proof, but otherwiſe the Offence muſt be proved before any one 
Juſtice of the Peate, by the Oaths of two Wiuneſkes, or the Confefli- 
on of the Party Offending. In either of which Caſes, if the Penalty 
cannot be fatished, by a Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offenders Goods, 
then every ſuch Offender, it above the Age of Twelve Years, mult be 
ſet in the Publick Stocks tor the ſpace of three whole Hours, and all 
under that Age muſt be Whipped by the Conſtable, or the Parent, or 
the Maſter, in his Preſence. 'This Statute is ordered to be Read twice 
a Year in all Pariſh Churches, by the reſpective Miniſters on Sunday af- 
ter Evening Service: "Theretore,Gentlemen, you are to enquire whether 
this Act hath been ſo Read, and to preſent all Miniſters that have negle- 
Qed it: For ſuch negle&t, though there is no Penalty annexed to it, is 
yet a High Contempt of their Majeſties Laws, and Puniſhable in.this 
Court. 


2. Next to Profane Swearing and Curſing,we muſt conſider the Sin of 
Perjury and Subornation,which,as I before obſerved,does in a great; Mea- 
ſure deduce its Original from, and owe its increaſe to the impious Cu- 
ſtom Men have taken up of interlarding their careleſs Talk, and e- 
ven the common Civilities of Converfation with raſh: and vain Oaths. 
But, Gentlemen, as the Sin of this is much greater, 6 are the Conſe- 
quetices of it much more Pernicious to private Perſons, Families and 
Societies, than thoſe of the other. It is an Offence both againſt 'Mo- 
ral and Civil Juſtice; being a willful and deliberate Breach not only. of 


the third Commandment, (Thou ſhalt not rake the Name of the Lord * Exod £20. 
God in wajn,) but alſo of the Ninth: (Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs v. 7. : 
againſt thy Neighbour ;) and the certain- Conſequences of _it are, the, V. 16, 


Oppreſlion, and ruine of innocent Perſons, who too often loſe their 
C Lives, 


1 Kings 21, 
V. 13. 
St. Mark. 


; ( ro ) 
Lives, their Eſtates, and their good Names, and have Infamy and 
Beggary entailed on their Poſterity by the falſe Atteftations of perju- 
red Raſcals. By theſe Naborh fell a Sactthce ro the Covetouſneſs of 
Ahab, and the Pride and Cruelty of Jexabe!; and our Blefled Savi. 
our himſelf who had done nothing amiſs, was mimbreid with the Tranſ- 


c,15v-28. oreſſors ; the innocence and the uſefulneſs of his Life being too weak a 


Defence to preferve him from rhe Malice of his I'nemies, and from 
being Condemned by a partial Judge upon the incoheretit 'evidence 
of his perjured Accuſers. Nor can we, I hope, ſo'ſoon forget, that 
among the many Bleſfings of 'the lare Reign, we daily faw this Vil- 
lainy boldly and triumphantly perpetrated. No Man who 'vwitht well 
either to the Church or the Laws of England, was fafe from the in- 
formations of Mercenary Wretches : Fictitious Conſpiracies were 
every day Hatched, and Judges and Juries were ſo corrupted, that 
the -one gave their Opinions, and the other their Verdicts according 
to the Directions they received from Court; no Man was 'ſafe in 
his Innocence, nor fecure in his Property ; and Tryals and Proceed- 
ings which ſhould have been exactly Conſonant to Law and Rea- 
fon, to Juſtice and Mercy, were become only a more Solemn and 
Ceremonious method of compleating our Ruine. It hath been thought 
an Offence againſt the very 'Law of Nations, to poiſon a Fountvin 
of which''even an Enemy was 'to drink. How \preat 'a Crime "then 
muſt it be, and how near a kin to Sacrilege, to corrupt the T:aws 


which are the very Fountains and Springs of Political Lite? And to 


make thoſe'the inſtruments of Oppreſfion and Wrong, which ſhould 
be 'our” greateſt Securiry atd Relief > And yet this was done 'by 'a 
Prince, to. whotn his Flatterers with 'a Folly and Impudence- equal- 
ly egregious, aſcribed the Sacred Epithete of 7/7; for whoſe revurn, 
teveral zirinatural *Erg/;ſhmen fo ardently Pray, thotigh 'the Cerriin 
Conſequetices of it muſt be the involving the Nation +a Blood, and 
the entailitig apon vs. Popery and Slavery, and 'giving a free inlet 
to all. ttianner of Vice, Profaneneſs, and Tmmorality. But Provi- 
dence hath been'fo Mercifull, as to reject theſe inconfiderate Petitions ; 


'dnd "to-* bleſs us with 'a <continuatice © of the happieſt Governmetit 
that 'ever Nation enjoyed, -and the beſt Governours that &ver fivay> 


ed a'Scepter; whoſe Reign is as 'Glorſous a Revere td the laſt, as 
Trajan's'to. Domitian's, 'Coliftantine's 'to Dijecleſitn's, that '6f ' our Virgin 
Queen 
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| Queen to. the Tyranny and' Perſecution of her Bloody Siſter. Under 
| their preſenz Majeſties, the Publick Perjury I have been ſpeaking of, 
is generouſly Diſcountenanced, and when Diſcovered, never fails of 
being puniſhed as ſeverely as our Laws will allow. But however, 
Fam raid, u>private Cauſes, Perjury and Subornation do (till roo. much 
prevail to the utter ruine of whoke Families; therefore for the preventing 
the deplorable Conſequenees of 6 great a Villainy, and for the punilh- 
'F ing all rhoſe that ſhalt be convicted of it, our Law declares,that whoſoe- 
{| ver ſhall procure any Witneſs or Witneſſes, by Letters, Rewards, Pro- 
miſes, or by any other Sinifter means, (which. the Law calls Subornati- _ Ly 
o#) to commit willfull and' corrupt Perjury in any . Court, or before ©” 
any Judge of Record, ſhall for every fuch Offence forfeit the Summ 
of Forty Pounds, and for ever after be /difabled from being admitted 
as a Witneſs in any Caſe whatſoever, And as for the Perfon «who 
i ſuborned, or, without Subornation, perjures himlelf as aforeſaid, he 
forfeirs the Suram of Twenty Pounds, and is to fuffer fix Months 
Impriſonment without Bail, and to be for ever after diſcredited as a 
Witneſs: One Moiery of Penalties on ' this Act belong to the King. 
and Queen, and the other is given to the Perfons 'aggrieved, -as a 
finall reprizal for the loſſes they fultain by the Perjury. But in 
; Caſe the Suborner be not able to pay the Forfeiture, he is to be In» 
| priſoned without Bail for ſx Months, and to ſtand upon the Pillory : 
f And the Perſon who is Suborned,' or Perjured; is in caſe of the like 
difability to- have his Fars-natled to the Pillory. Too fimall a. Puniſh» 
ment for- ſo flagitious 'a Crime, and (as our Experience ſhews us) 
very inftfficient to reſtrain the Practice of it ; while Petty Larcenies 
have a more infamous Brand ſet upon them, and ſeveral fimall Rob- 
beries are puniſhable with. Death ; the perjured Perſon and the Subore 
ner after all the miſchiefs he+ hath done, pays bur a ſmall Fine our 
of his ill gotten Store, ſuffers a ſhort Imprifonment, and a flight Dif 
grace, and loſes only, whit we cannot ſuppoſe he ever much valued, 
his Reputation ; atleaſt any farther, than it may prove- ſerviceable 
to his Villainous deſigns. But till our Reprefentatives ſhall think 
fit to provide a more effeCtual Remedy for this growing Evil, Lmuſt 
particularly recommend it to you, Gentlemen of che Jury, and car- 
neftly preſs you to pur this AG in Execution, as-far as in you hes ; 
that is, by Inquiring, Preſenting and Indidting all” Perſons BRASS 
C > "under 
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Prov.c.25. 
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under the Cenſures of it: For, unleſs you do fo, (as far as ſhall any: 
ways come to your Knowledge) you break your own Promiſſory 
Oath ; I mean, the Solemn Appeal you lately made to the God of 
Truth, who will not fail to.avenge it on your Selyes-and your Fa+ 
milies, and alſo involve your ſelves in the dreadfull guilt. of conniving 
at the Perjuries of others, and of abetting all the Injuries and Oppref- 
fions, that ſhall fall upon the Innocent, and which might have been 
prevented by a Vigorous and timely Proſecution. But, Gentlemen, 
| hope you do not think I miſtruſt your Integrity, or. your Diligence, 
while I mind you of - your- Duty, and uſe the moſt perſwafive, Argu- 
ments that occurr, to preſs you to it, eſpecially in a. Point fo ablolute- 
ly neceflary as this is; For, Gentlemen, you are to look upon all 
ſuch. Perjured Wretches not only as. Robbers and Deſtroyers of. 
private Perſons and their Families, but alſo as Traiterous Confpira- 
tors. againſt Humane Society. For what Methods can the Wiſdom 
of Men invent for the ending of Strife, and the decilion of doubtfull 
Matters, if the Sacred Obligation of Oaths, to which even the. Hea: 
thens had fo tender. a regard, proves ineftectual for this Purpoſe ? And 
when Matters are come to this- paſs, what. can preſerve the World. 
from falling into Confuſion ? What can hinder Mankind (who are na- 
turally ſo ſuſpicious of one another) from being reduced to that State of 
War, in which a late Philoſopher erroneouſly athrmed them to be 
originally Created, but' an immediate interpoſition of the Divine Pro- 
vidence ?: For amongſt all the Inſtruments of Ruine and Miſchief that, 
ever were deviſed, none is -of more pernicious , Conſequence. to Hu. 
mane Society, than Perjury and Breach of Faith : According to the 
Obſervation of the Wieſt of- Men. A falſe Witmeſs againſt his Neig b- 
bour is a Maul, and a Sword. and a ſharp Arrow, a Peſtilence that uſually. 
walketh in Darkneſs, and a ſecret. Stab and Blow againſt which ma- 
ny times there-is no poſhbility of Defence. "The ſerious.Confideration 
whereof made the Pſalmiſ? cry out with ſo great earneſtneſs, as (God 
knows) wealſo have at this day very much Reaſon,to do; Help, Lord, 


Pfal.c, 12,or the Righteous Mar ceaſeth, and the Faithful fail from among the Children 


(ol, 


of Men. 


2. The third Immorality which is to be correCted,is the-Profanation of 
the Lord's:Day-; and this is as-notorious a Breach of the Fourth Cons 
mandment, 


- Death to the Children of I7ae! ; (which was Executed- on the Man ado 
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mandment, as raſh and vain Oaths and Curſes are of the Third, and Ex0d. 20- 
as Perjury and Subornation are both of that and of the Ninth; yet how 6,9I1 > 6h 
generally this Sin alſo is grontig, I am aſhamed-to think. Remember 

thou keep Holy the Sabbath Day, were it not (as it molt certainly is) a »y, 16; 
Divine. Command ; yet it is one of the moſt prudent and uſefull Con- 

ſtitutions. that ever was made. For (to ſpeak in the Words of an Emi- Arch-Bip. 
nent Prelate of our Church) to the keeping up the Religion of this day, Sharp's 
we owe in a great meaſure that the very Face of Chriſtianity hath hicher- range 
to been preſerved among us. And were it not. for this, for any thing I 7 6,1, p, 
know, moſt of us in a very. few Years would become - little better 22, 23. 
then Heathens and Barbarians. And fo great an Influence towards 

the. making Men | better,, or at leaſt keeping them from growing 

worſe, hath this Practice always had; that, you may obſerve, the 

moſt Profligate Men. among . us, who for their Wickedneſs come to 

an untimely end, do generally impute their falling into thoſe Sins 

which cauſed their Death, to their | breaking the Sabbath, as they 
commonly expreſs it, —— Thus far that -Eminent Prelate. — Tis 

true, Gentlemen, there, is a-wide difference between the Jewiſh and 

the Chriſtian Sabbath ; for though the, Law of Myſes. prohibited 

all manner. of ' work to be done on that day, under the. penalty of —_— 
who gather'd Sticks on the Sabbath Day, for the ſupply of his Ne- ay 
ceſſities; ) yet our Bleſſed Saviour who was the Lord of the..Sab- "7 
bath, wholly aboliſhed the Ceremonial part .of this Law, (that- being St, Mark; c. 
peculiarly appropriated to the Jewiſh Nation) and continued: the Mo- * ”* 7 
ral part of it in its full Force : Allowing, both by his Example, and: by 

verbal Permiſſion, any work of Neceifity or Charity to be- done. on 

that day. 


Thus Scripture and Reaſon. reach us, and, this . ikewiſe do 
the Laws of England permit; though , at the ;ſame_. time, they 
are very. ſtrict againſt all thoſe Ba ot the Lord's. Day, 
v__ proceed either , from Mens Covetouſneſs, or their Licentiouf- 
neſs. 


Thus all Carriers, Waggoners, Carters, Wain-men and Drovers $:at.3.Car, 
are prohubited, to 'Travel with any Horſe, Vaggons, Carts, or Catal I: c. 1, 


on 


Scat, 29. 


Car.2.C. 7, 


- 
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on the Lord's Day, under the Penalry of forfeiring Twenty Shillin 

to the Poor of the Pariſh where the Oftence ſhall be Committed : 
All Butchers that Kill or Sell, or cauſe to be Killed or Sold, any 
Meat on the Lord's Day, or are Privy ef Smpar, ſuch Shugh. 
ter or Sale, forfeit in like manner Six Shillings and Eight Pence tor 
every Offence. 'The Offence muſt be proved before any one Ju- 
ftice of the Peace, by the Oaths of two Witneſſes, or by the Con- 
fetfign of the Party, unlefs the Fat were done in the View of a Ju- 
ftice of the Peace, and then the Law requires no farther Proof. 
The Offenders muſt be Profecuted within fix” Months after the OF- 
fence is committed ; and the forteitures are recoverable, either by Di- 
ftreſs and Sale of the Offender's Goods, or by Bill, Plaine, or Infor- 
mation Proſecuted at the Quarter Seffions Se the County. * And 
where any Parifh ſball rather chuſe this laſt Method for Tecovering 
their Money, you mult be ready, Gentlemen, on your Parts, as we 
fhall be on Ours, to give all poſhble incouragement to theſe Profe- 
cutions, unleſs they ſhall plainly appear to be Malicious. © Nor, Gen- 
tlemen, are theſe the only Profanations of the Lord's Day, .that our 
Laws take Cognizance of, but by a Statute of a later Date : All Per- 
fons that ſhall on the Lord's Day, or any part thereof, Sell or 
expoſe any thing to Sale, ſhall forfeir the. Goods fo fold, or ex- 
poſed to Sale, to the Poor of the Pariſh where the Offence is 
Committed, "Thus alfo, whoſoever being of the Age of Four. 
reen Years or upwards, ſhall on the Lord's Day, or any part there- 
of, exerciſe any worldy Labour, Buſineſs, or Work of his. ordinary 
Calling, fhall in like manner forfeit for every Offence, the furam of 
Five Shllings: Thus all Drovers, Horſe-Courſers, Waggoners, 
Butchers, Higlers, or any of their Servants, who ſhall Travel or come 
into their Inn on the Lord's Day, or any part thereof, ſhall in- like 
manner fotfeit for every Offence the ſumm of "Twenty Shillings. | The 
Offences againſt this Act muſt be proſecuted within ten F after, 
and the View of a Juſtice of the Peace, the Oath of one Witneſs or 
the Confeſſion of the Party Offending, made before any one Juſtice 
of the Peace, is a ſufficient Proof : And in Caſe (as it may ſometimes 
happen) the Offender hath no Goods to be Diſtrained and Sold, and 
is not able ro pay thefe'Farfeirures, he is. then to- be ſat_publickly in 
the Stocks by the Tpace of two Hours. And belides theſe Fs 
this 


—_—_— 
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this Starue exempts the Hundreds from anfwering the loſſes which may 
happen by Robbery, to thoſe who Travel on the Lovd's day ;; ſince 
ſuch Journeys are not ſuppoſed 'to be wndertaken out of neceſfiry, bur 
choice. -— Thus far our Laws reſtrain and punith thote Profana- 
tions of the Lord's Day, which a coverous deſire of gain is apt to in- 
duce Men to. Nor is the penal Prohibnion of thoſe Diſorders which 
proceed from an Irreligious Licentiouſnefs, leſs ſevere: For to the end 


that theſe Protanations of the Lord's Day, and the ill Conſequences ar- g.,. 3.Car. 
trending them, may be prevented, -our Laws ftrictly prohibit all 'Meet- 1. c. 1. 


ings and Aſſemblies of People out of their owt1 Parithes, and all con- 
courſe of them within their own Pariſhes, for 'all unlawtull Sports and 
Paſtimes, under rhe Penalty of three 'Shillings and four Pence for 
every Offence, ro be forfeited to the Poor of the Pariſh, where the Of- 
ferice is committed ; the Penalty is leviable by Diftre(s and Sale- of the 
Offenders Goods, and in default of ſufficient Diftreks, 'the Offender is 
to be ſet publickly in the Stocks 'by 'the ſpare of three Hours. The 
Profecution muſt be'within a Month after the'Offtence, and the Oath-of 
one Witnefs, or the Confeſſion of the Party, 'before:any Juſtice of the 
Peace, or the View of any one Juſtice 6f 'the Peace, is a ſufficient proof 
to convict the Offender. — This was a (good Law, but yet too lia- 
ble ro many Evaſions and ' Abuſes; therefore -a farther /proviton hath 
fitice been made'by a later A&: "Phat all Perfons'!fhall, on every Lord's 
Day, exercife the'Duries'of Fiery and(true Religion, under. rhe penalty 
of Five Shillings, mike manner forfeited to the 'Poor of the Pariſh for 
every Offence, which'is'ro be Proſecuted within 'ten Days ater, and 
proveable, as aforeſaid, by 'one Wirnels upen'Oath;; and .if the Of- 
tender be norableto farisfic the Penalty, then he maſt be fet- Publickly 
im the Stocks, by the ſpace of two Hours. And nothing can exempt 
any Man from talting under theCenſaves of this A&h, but works of Ne- 
ceffity and Charity, which-as'T obſerved before, both Reaſon. and Surip- 
tare allow'of : For Sports, 'and Paſtimes, Revellings-and Diſorders, .are 
cerainly inconſiſtent. with'the-dety of the Day, 'as Buying, and Selling, 
or exetcifting any Trade- or Calling. 

The'forrth Immorality which our Laws endeavour 'to'ſuppreſs, is 


Drunkenn&fs: A' Vice on Which one of our' Statures fixes this infamous Sc4t-4. Jac. 
Charater ; "Thatiit is Odiotts ant Lodthfom, that it is 'the /Roorand © © 5' 


Foundation 6f Blood-ſhed, Srabbing, Marther, yy is 
Adultery 


Scat.1. Jac. 
I, Ce: 9, 


Scat. 4. Jac, 
l. C. 4 
Star.1.Car. 
I, C, 4. 


Scat. 9. Jac, 
I,C, 10, 
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Adultery and ſuch like enormous Sins, to the diſhonour of God, and of 
our Nation, the overthrow of many good Arts, and Manual 'T'rades, the 
difabling of divers Workmen, and the general Impoveriſhment of many 
good Subjeas, abufively waſting the good. Creatures of God. 'This 
charge, though it may ſeem ſevere, yet1is it, as our Experience informs 
us, a very true and lively Deſcription of the ſad Conſequences and Fatal 
Effetts of this brutiſh Immorality. Therefore for the repreſſing this 
Vice, our Laws have provided a Puniſhment, not only for the Drun- 
kards,but alfo for the Inn-keepers and Victuallers, that Harbour, Enter- 
tain and Encourage them. For, as the-Preamble to one of the Statutes 
relating to this matter informs us, 'The Ancient, 'I'rue and Principa! 
uſe of Inns, Ale-Houſes, and Victualling-Houſes is for the Receit, Re- 
lief and Lodging of Travellers, and for ſupply of the wants of thoſe 
who are not able to Buy in their Provitons of Meat and Drink by grea- 
ter Quantities; but was never meant for Entertainment- and Harbour- 
ing of Lewd and Idle People, to ſpend and conſume their Money and 
their Time in a Lewd and Drunken manner. Therefore for the re- 
{training theſe Abuſes, and for the better repreſling the vice of Drunken- 
neſs, every Taverner, Inn-keeper, Ale-houſe keeper, or Victualler 
who ſhall ſuffer any Perſon to continue Tipling in his Houſe, and ſhall 
be thereof Convicted before any Juſtice of the Peace, by the Oath of 
one Witneſs, or by his own Confeſſion, or by the view of any Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace, ſhall for every Offence forfeit Ten Shillings to the 
Poor of the Pariſh where the Offence is committed ; the Penalty to be 
levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender 's Goods, and if there be 
not a ſufficient Diſtreſs to be found, then the Offender is to be commit- 
ted tothe Common Gaol, till the Forfeitures be truly paid. 


And if the Conſtables or Church- wardens (to whom the Warrant 
is direted) ſhall negle&t-their Duty in levying theſe Penalties by Di- 
ſtreſs and Sale as aforeſaid, or in default of fuch Diſtreſs, ſhall not with- 
in twenty days next enſuing, certihe it ro ſome Juſtice of the Peace, 
they ſhall ſeverally forfeit tor every Offence the Summ of Fourty Shil- 
lings, recoverable in like manner as is before mentioned, Belides this 
Penalty of Ten Shillings, the Ale-houſe-keeper who ſhall be lawfully 
Convicted of the aforeſaid Offence, is diſabled to keep an Ale-houſe for 
three Years after ſuch Conviction ; and if he docs, he falls _— the 
Penaltics 
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Penalties of keeping an Unlicenſed Ale-houſe. And as this reſtraint is 
laid on Inn-keepers and Victuallers, fo likewiſe there is a Puniſhment ap-' 
pointed for thoſe that ſhall be guilty of the Sin of Drunkenneſs; who 


being thereof convicted as is above mentioned by the Oath of one Wit- Stat. 21. 
neſs, ſhall for;every ſuch Offence pay 5 s. to the Poor of the Pariſh, Jac: 1c. 7 


where the Offence is committed ; and if there is no Diſtreſs to be found, 
and they are not able to Pay, then they mult be ſet Publickly in the Stocks 
by the ſpace of 6 Hours. Andif the Conſtable, or other inferior Officer 
ſhall be found to be remiſs in Executing his Law, then he is to forfeit 
105..in the like manner, and to the like uſes. There is alſo the Pe- 
nalry of 2 s. and 4d. for every Offence, or (in caſe there be no Dillreſs 
to be had) 4. Hours ſitting in the Stocks is impoſed on every one who 
ſhall be found or can be proved (in the manner of proof abovemention- 
ed) to continue Tiipling in any Publick-Houſe. And fo highly does our 
Law deteſt this Immorality, that whoſoever ſhall be a ſecond time Con- 
victed of Drunkennefs, is to be bound to their Majefties (with two ſuf- 
ficient Sureties) in a Recognizance. of 10 pounds Penalty for his good 
Behaviour. Thoſe who are guilty of Drunkennefs or Tipling, are not 
puniſhable, unleſs they are Proſecuted within ſx Months after the Of- 
tence is committed ; but as to Inn-keepers, Ale-houſe-keepers and Vi- 
Quallers, who incurr the Penalties of theſe Laws, there is no time li- 


mitted: for theur Preſecution. 


Gentlemen, the Offences againſt theſe Statutes concerning Dran- 
kenneſs and diforders in Ale-houſes, are to be diligently enquired int, 
and duly preſented at every Quarter Sellions ; as likewile are all defaulrs 
of Under-Officers, in conniving at them, and negleCting to bring them 
to condign Puniſhment : I doubt not but you will do your parts jn it, and 
you may aſſure your ſelves, we ſhall deal with them as ſeverely as the 
Law will allow .us. Youare likewife to enquire and preſent all Perfons 
who preſume to keep Ale-houſes without a Licenſe from the Juſtices of 


the Peace, that they may undergo the Pains and Penalties appointed by Stat.3.Car, 


Law. : 

Gentlemen, in the next place, all notorious Adulterers, and Fornt« 
cators, Bawds, and Whores, and all Maſters, and Miltrefles of rhoſe 
infamous Houſes, that Harbour and ſncourage them, fall under the Cog- 


nizance and Cenfure of the Law. . And (ince I cannot fay there is at 
. D | . ready 


I.C. 3. 


Exod. C. 
26s V. 14: 


Palr>n Cc, 


124. 5. 3» 


Sc. 7. Jec; 
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ready fo ſufficient a provilion made for the puniſhing and preventing - 


the increaſe of ſo ſcandalous a Debauchery, which is a (deliberate and 
preſump: uous Violation of the 7th. Commandment) as all good Men 
wilh to ſee ; yet (belides the Cenfures of the Spiritual Courts, which are 
very feldom exerted on theſe Occaſions, unleſs they have the ProſpeQ of 
a tedious and expenſive Suit) we can inflict ſome Punifhments upon them: 
For Bawdery is an offence 'Temporal, as well as Spiritual, and is againſt 
the Peace of the Land ; therefore, Gentlemen, you are to take care to 
enquire and preſent all ſuch Perions, who _ duly convifted before 
us, ſhall ſuffer the utmoſt Severities the Law will allow of. And I think 
I ſhall not ſtrain the Senſe of the Statute, if I comprehend all the above- 
mentioned Offenders ufider the Notion of Idle and Diforderly Perſons; 
to whom any two or more Juſtices of the Peace (but moſt properly the 
Majority of them in their Quarter Seſſions) may om, a fevere puniſh- 
ment and hard Labour ia the Houſe of Correction, for ſo long time as 
ſhall be thought Neceſlary for their Chaſtiſement and Reformation ; and 
for deterring others from following fuch pernicious Examples. And as 
tor thoſe keepers of Publick Houſes, who, contrary to their Licences, 
maintain, harbour, and abett theſe Diſorders, {whereby the Youth of the 
Nation are corrupted, and rendred unht to.ſerve their Country ; ) upon 
your preſentment of them, we will take care not only to Puniſh them as 
ſeverely as we may by Fine and Impriſonment, butalſo to ſuppreſs them, 
and to have the forfeitures of their Recognizances eſtreated into the Ex- 
chequer ; as ſhall likewiſe be done to thoſe who fuffer in their Hoſes 
irregularities of any other Nature, as Drunkenneſs, the Profanation of 
the Lord's Day, and the like, of which I have before ſpoken. And Gen- 
tlemen, to ſum up all that I have to fay upon this Head, you are to con- 
lider, 'That Adultery and Fornication are {ins fo abominable in the Eyes 
of God, that as a puniſhment for it, 2.3000 of the I/aelites, who were 
ſeduced into theſe Impurities by the Daughters of Moab, fell in one 
day of a Flague inflicted on them by an immediate Vengeance from 
Heaven. "Therefore, Gentlemen, for the averting God's Wrath from 
us, weareall concerned in our ſeveral Stations, to puniſh and repreſs 
theſe Vices as Phinehas did, without reſpeft of Perſons; ſuch only, I 
mean, as are liable to our Cenſure. Bel:des, theſe Crimes which arc {6 
frequently and fo impudently perpetrated, there are ſore others alſo 
which may not improperly be ranked among the offences againſt Moral 
Jultice, 


—_— —  — ET 
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Juitice. But, Gentlemen, the proof of ſome of them is fo difficuir, and 

they are ſo ſeldom practiſed, that I ſhall but juſt put you in mind of 

them, and that you are to enquire and preſent all Perſons that have in- 
vocated, entertained or employed any wicked Spirit, or have uſed any 
Witchcratt, Charm, or Sorcery ; this is a {in of a very deep dic, being 
diretly. againſt the firſt Commandment, and is pumſhed with Death gygg, c 
both by the Law of God, and by a Statute made in the firſt Year of 26. v, 3. 
King Fames the Firſt; but it is fo hard a matter to have full proof Star. 1. Jac, 
brought of it, that no Jury can be too cautieus and tender in a profecu- 1. Cc. 2. 
tion of this Nature. However, where the Evidence is clear and unde- 

nable, you mult proceed according to your Oaths. 

You are allo to enquire and preſent all Perſons that bave depraved the 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Blefled Lord and Saviour, ei- 
ther by Word of Mouth, or otherwiſe ; who being convicted ſhall fuf- gar. 1.g4 
fer Impriſonment, and make Fine and Ranſom at the King's Will and 6. c. r. 
Pleaſure if they be proſecuted within three Months after the Offence is 
commirted. 

You are alſo to enquire if any Perſon hath Depraved, Deſpiſed, or Star. r. 
Derogated from the Book of Common Prayer, by any Eaterludes, EZ. c. 2. 
Plays, Songs, Rhimes or other open Words ; or hath compelled any 
Miniſter to uſe any other form of Worſhip; for in this Caſe the Offen- 
der that ts guilty of fo great an Irreverence to God, and diſreſpect to the 
Government, both in Church and State, ſhall for the firſt Offence for- 
feit to their Majeſties x 0 Marks, for the ſecond Offence 4.00 Marks , 
and for the third Offence, all his Goods and Chattels, and ſhall ſuffer Im- 
priſfonment during Life. 

You are alſo to enquire if any Rector or Vicar (who keeps a Curate) Scar. 14. 
hath negleted once in a Month to read the Common-Prayer in his Pa- Car. 2.c.4, 
riſh Church ; for all Incumbents guilty of this Neglect, ſhall upon com- 
plaint made on Oath, by two credible Witneſles, before two Juſtices of 
the Peace of the faid County, forfeit to the Poor of that Pariſh 5 pounds 
a Month; and if the Penalty be not paid inten days after ſuch Con- 
viction, then his Goods are to be Diſtrained and Sold for that purpoſe, Scat.5.and 
by a Warrant from the faid Juſtices. Laſtly, you are to enquire, it any 6. Ed. 6. 
Perſon have maliciouſly Struck,or drawn any Weapon in any Church or © 4: 
Church-yard, to the intent to ſtrike another, the Offender who is Con- 
victedhereof, ſhall have one of his Ears cut off ; and if he have no 


Ear, then he ſhall be Markt in the Check with the Letter F, in token 
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of a Fraz-maker ; and the Law reputes it to be fo ungudly and irreligt- 
ous an Action, that all perſons guilry ot it, are declared to be Ipſo Fatto 
Excommuniceted, which is the highelt Cenfure and Penalty the Chrr 
tian Church can inki-t. 

I have now, Gentlemen, gone through the kirlt part of my Charge, 
I have not knowingly omitted any point that is Material, and as for 
ſmaller Defefts, I doubt not but your Experience in the Proceedings of 
this Court will fully fupply them. If the time would allow me, 1 ſhould 
in the next place urge you to exert your utmoſt Vigour and Diligence in 
puniſhing and'putting a ſtop to thoſe V iolations of Moral Jultice, which 
are ſo notorioutly prevalent among us, and which (unleſs they are ſpec- 
dily reformed by a due ſeverity) ſeem to threaten us with extraordinary 
puniſtments from Heaven, by repreſenting to you at large the weighty 
and indiſpenlible Obligations that lie upon you to do your parts towards 
the promoting ſo good a Work. Bur I hope it will be ſufhcient to hint to 
you theſe three Conſiderations,viz.1. TT hat you are Men and Chriltians, 
2. That you are Engliſhmen, and (I hope) all of you well wilhers to 
the preſent Government. 3. That you have- bound your ſelves by a 
Solemn Oath, impartially ro enquire and prefent thoſe who are guilty 
of theſe ſcandalous Dcbaucheries ; and thoſe Petty Conſtables, Head. 
boroughs and other Under-Offcers, who by their Neglect and Conni- 
vance, without any regard to their Duty, or their Oarhs;'/have' encou- 
raged theſe Vices; or have made-defaults in any other things that relate 
to their reſpe<iive Offices. Gentlemen, it I had time, I ſhould enlarge 
on every one of theſe three particulars---Bur I afſure my ſelf, your own 
Conſcience will preſs theſe thoughts home to you; and 1 doubt not bur 
we ſhall find by your prefentments, that you have a well grounded Zeal 
tor the Glory and Honour of God, a true Love to your Country, and a 
{ncere and affectionate Loyalty to their preſent Majeſties King 1///iam 
and Queen Mary, (npon-whom next under God, our fafety wholly de- 
pens) and a render and conſcientious regard rothe facred Obligation of 
an Oath; which being a Solemn Appeal to the Almighty and All- know- 
ing Judge, and' Avenger of all Falthood and Unrighteouſaeſs, will, if 
not faithfully performed, entail God's curſe on your elves and your Fa- 
milies 3 according to that of the Prophet Zachary, A Curſe ſhall enter into 
the Heuſe of bm that ſweareth falfly by the Name of God, 


Gentlemen,. 


| 
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Gentlemey, I ſhalt now proceed to, the ſecond part of my Charge 3 
which comprehends all oftences again{.Civit Juſtice. 'This is a ſubject 
ſo.Copious, that (having detained you fo long in the former part of my 
C harge) the time will not permit me fully to declare to you, every par- 
ticular Offence, within the compaſs of our- Commilſion- and of your 
Cognizance.  'Therefoxe, ' Gemlemen,. you are to expect only; a {thort 
Summary. of the molt marerial Points of your Duty ;- in drawing. up of 
which if 1 am leſs exact than is, uſual, I hope you will impute it ro my 
want of skill in theſe Afﬀeairs ; 'and to my Difability (which makes it ſelf 
every way too apparent) worthily to execute this important Othce, with 
which my Brethren, whoare all of them. much fitter for it, have been 
pleaſed to Honour me.. , | 
Civil Juſtice is. a Vertue: 05,2 very large extent ;. for thereby we are 
obliged even by Natural Religion to deal with all Men as we,would St. Mar. c. 
be willing, were we in their Circumſtances, and./they in Qurs,. they 7* '* **+" 
ſhould deal-with us. - And if this is a debt we owe-to all Men, then cer- 
tainly. our own Countrymen, who/enjoy the fame- comman benehts oc 
Security and Protection, may much more expett it, from-us. | And to 
this end that/the Rich. and the Poor may be equally fafe in; what is their 
own, the Laws haye not only declared what that.is, bur have. alſo. ap- 


pointed Punihments for thoſe that {ball tranſgreſs theſe: Limits and in- 


vade any other. Man's Property Now, Gentlemen, thoſe Perſong who 
may legally claim this Juſtice at our Hands, or, in caſe it-berefi'fed them, ** 
may-.appeal tothe L aw tor fatistation for the. mjury,. are exher our. Su- 
periors or our. fellow Subjects. .'Fo the former, namely our Parents, 
whether Political or Natural, we. are obliged by the .btth -Command- 

ment to pay Obedience, Tribute, Reverence and Honour.;,to. the-lat- _—_ 20, 
ter, namely our Fellow Subpects,we are obliged bythe.cighth Command. * * 
mear to render whatſoever is by, Law due unto. them ; and, when;by * 7" 
Force or Fraud we take or detain from then any of their; Legal Rights, 

we are guiity of Theft. But to proceed: Of Governours and Magiltrates, 

there are t vo forts,---- Supreme and Subordinate.--- By the Supreme Mas 
giltrate, you know, none can be meant behides our Sovereign, Lord 

and Lady the King and Queen ;. againit whom the Offences which you 

are to enquire of, and preſent,. are. High-T reaſons, Prem:mire's, and 
Mifprilops of Treaſon. | 


High- 
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Srar, 25, High-Treafons a Crime puniſhable with Death 5 and-whoever com- 
Ed.3. paſſeth or imagineth the death of the King or Queen, and declares itby 
lome Overt Aft, whoever levyeth War againſt the King, whocver 

Stat. 1. ſhall counterfeit the King, or Queen Regnants, Great Seal, Sign Ma- 
Mar. c. 6. ual, Privy Segnet, or Privy Seal; whoever ſhall counterfeit the Coyn . 
of this Realm, or any other Coyn permitted by the 'King's conſent to 

be current in this Kingdom; or whoever ſhall bring over from beyond the 

Srar. 1.and Seas any counterfeit Coyn, knowing it to be falſe, and ſhall make pay- 
2.P.40d M. gent thereof, in deceit of the King and his People, or ſhall clip, im- 
ning pair, or falſihe any ſach Coin as aforeſaid ; or whoever ſhall obtain or 
receive from the Biſhop of Reme, or any Authority of that See, any 

_ 2 3* Bull, Writing, or Inſtrument Written or Printed, or ſhall Uſe, Pub- 
Sear, 18, liſh, or put it mUre, or ſhall be reconciled to the Biſhop or See of Rome, 
Eliz, c, 1, by virtue of any fuch Bull, or ſhall perfwade any Perſon to be reconci- 
led by vertue of ſuch Bull ; or ſhall abett, or conceal ſuch Offenders,and 

Offences ; or whoever ſhall by any other ways or means withdraw, or 

Sear. 23 endeavour to withdraw, any to the Romiſh Religion, or whoever ſhall 
Eliz. c, 1, be ſo withdrawn, or whoever being a Jeſuit, Seminary Prieſt, or any 0+ 
| ther Prieſt, Deacon,Religious or Eccleliaſtical Perſon of the Church of 

Stat.3.Jac. gnome, and being a Native of this Realm, ſhall come hither, or into a- 
SO + ny of their Majefties Dominions ; or laſtly, whoſoever during the Pre- 
4Gui| - ſent War with the French King, ſhall Send, Load, Tranſport, or De- 
Mar. liver, or cauſe to be Sent, Laden, Tranſported, or Delivered, for the 
uſe of the ſaid French King, or any of his SubjeQs reſiding in any part 

of his Dominions, or in any place in his Poſſeſſion, any Arms, Ordnance, 

Powder, Bullets, Pitch, 'Tarr, Hemp, Maſts, Cordage, Iron, Coals, 

Lead, or Salt-Peter ; or whoever of their Majeſties SubjeQs ſhall with- 

- out Licenſe from their Majeſties roluntarily go or repair, or 
imbark in any Veſſel with an intent to go into France, or any Domi- 

nions of the French King. Whoſoever Gentlemen, commits any of 

the Facts abovementioned, and all their Aiders, Abetters, Counſel. 

lors, and Maintainers are guilty of High-Treafon. And by the Sta- 

tute of the 25th of Edw. the 3d. it is likewiſe High-Treaſon to 

kill the Chancellor, Treaſurer, or any of the Juſtices Aﬀigned to hear 

and determine, being in their Places doing their Offices. All theſe 

Facts, Gentlemen, are High-Treaſfon, and you are to enquire and pre- 

ſent them, In the next place Gentlemen, you are to enquire of ſuch 
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Offences againft the King and Queen, which fall within the Statutes'Scar. 27, 
of Premunirt's. This Law was made to preferve the Crown of Eng- £112.3.C-1 , 


lind, from the papal Incroachments and 'Uſarpatians, and to prevent. 
Foreign Appeals in Caſes dererminable in the King's Courts. So jea- 
lous were aur wiſe Anceſtors of the freedom and independancy of the 
Regal Power, and of their own Liberties, that near two Hundred: 
Years before the Reformation , in the darkeft times of Popery,, 
there was no lefs a Penalty than being put our of the King's Pro- 
tection , being. fined at the King's Pleaſure, and being impriſoned: 
without Pail till that Fine ſhould be paid, and thew Lands, Goods, 
and Poflefhans Forfeited to the King, unkfs they ſhould come in and 
receive their 'Tryal within two Months after Summons ; no lefs a Pe- 
nalty (1 fay) than this was provided for all fach as ſhould Sue to a- 
ny Foreign Court, or to any Spiritual Court within this Realm, to 


defeat or impeach the Judgment given in the King's Court ; as alſo 9, 
for all fach as ſhould on this account, purchaſe or purſue (in the =_ _ 


Court of Rome or elſewhere) any Excommunicatian, Bull, or other 
Inſtrument againſt the King, his Crown, or Realm; or ſhould bring, 
receive, notihe, or execute them here in Enp/and; and for all their 
Procurers, Maintainers, Abettors, and Counſellors. For iT reaſons, 
Murthers, and P:eminirz's; all the Offenders are Principals, and: are 
fo punifhable.' It would be too tedious, Gentlemenz” to receite to you 
the ſeveral Statutes that have been made {eſpecially «{ince"the Retor- 
mation) concerning Pramunite's. Ttis h to\inform you inthe 
Genera], that they are moſtly levell'd at Popiſh Recuſams, and ar 
fuch as by word. of Mouth or Writing, thall defend the Authority zhe 
Pope or any Foreign Prince may pretend to have over-the King, and 
People of England. And Gentlemen, 1 muſt not omic rakiag-norice-to. 
you, that an Aft made in the laſt Seffions- of Partiameng,-Emityted, 


An At againſt Correſponding with their Majeſties Enemies, Declares, 'That Stat.3.and 
it any Perſon during the prefent War with the French "King, Ihall , c15 nd 
Send, Load, Tranſport, or Deliver, or cauſe to be Sent, Laden, Mar. 


Tranſforted, or Delivered for the uſe of the faid Frenob "King, or 
any of his SubjeQts rehding in any part of his Dominions, or in any 
place in his Poffeffion, any Goods, Merchandizes, Wares, or Com- 
modities, fha!l incurr the Pain and Forfeiture of a Premmire. "This 
Act is ſo exceeding uſeful for the Nation in this preſent juanQure, that 
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] muſt particularly recommend -it to you diligently to-enquire and 
preſent all Offenders againſt it. In the next place, Gentlemen, you 
are to enquire and preſent all Miſprilions 'of 'I'reafon ; which Word 
ſignifieth in our Law, Negligence, or Overlight,, in not revealing to 
the King, his Council, or ſome Magiſtrate. a, | Treaſon which any 
Man knows to be committed, or about to be committed; for: it is 
a high Crime, and the Conſequences may be very dangerous, for any 
one though not conſenting to it, (for that comes within the Statutes 
of reaſons)" to conceal ſo Capital an Offence. Therefore, for Miſ- 
prion of Treaſon,'/the-Offender ſhall forteit to the ting his Goods, 
and Chartels for-ever, and the profits of. his Lands, during his Life, 
and alſo ſhall be impriſoned duriog his Life. .: And (Gentlemen) now 
l-am diſcourling to you concerning ſuch Offences as'do moſt imme- 
diately ſtrike' at the Perſons and: Government of the King and Queen; 
I mult-take notice-to. you: of three forts, of Men,; pf whom' we have 
at this time no: {mall Reaſon to be Apprehenfive, ,and they are theſe, 
Popiſh Recuſants, Proteitant,Recuſants, and Proteſtants who though 
they. have taken the. Oaths to. their; preſent Majeſties, and enjoy 
the Penefit of their ProteQion,' do yet make it their bulineſs to li- 
bel and cenſure the -Government, and. in their Words and-daily Beha- 
viour, ſhew-themſelves.difaftected and, to give them their due Charatter, 
are- but one Degree. from "I raytors,, By Popiſh. Recuſants, J: mean 
thoſe [Subjets: of |Eng/and, who divide their Allegiance between the 
King aud the: Biſhop; of Reme, whom they look. upon. as Chrilt's Vi- 
car.on Earth, and of whoſe-C hurch anq1 Communion: they are. On 
this Account they refuſe to take the Oath of Supremacy(which excludes 
the: Pope's Power in- ſpiritual Matters) to any Prince, though of their 
Perfwation, and-if the Pope iaterpoſes his Authority 4n Excommuni-a- 
ring or .depoling | any; , Proteſtane Prince, { whom out” of their Ca- 


. tholick-Charity my are pleaſed to call Hereticks,) they fail not when 


an Opportunity offers to riſe in Rebellion againſt them, and (as they 
did/in Queen Elizaberh's Time) to joyn with any Foreigner , whom 
the- Pope-Cammiſſions to invade their Native - Countrey, and reduce 


it.t0 an Jtalian, a Spaniſh, or which is worlt of all, a: Frexch Slavery. 


How -much their -Loyalry is to be relycd on, their Primciples and 
their Practices ; eſpecially in the Reigns of that Glorious Queen, and 
aher ;peaceful Succeilor, do abundantly teſtitie ; and 1 hope while the 

. Spa- 
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Spaniſh Invalien, and the Gun-powder-Trealon, continue recerded in 
our Hiſtory as undeniable matters of Fact, while Papilts deſervedly 
lie under an Excluſion from all Offices of Truſt and Profs, and even 
from the Privilege of Voting in Parliament as Peers, which ſame 
Mercenary Time ſervers in the late Reign were pleaſed to. call their 
Natural Birth-Right, and inſeparable from their Perſons, while, I fayy 
theſe things- remain as they are, and while we remember (as [ 

we allways ſhall) the great dangers the Church and Nation were: 1 

ly in by the bigoted zeal of a Popiſh Prince, and the inveterate 

lice of .the Roman  Catholicks then armed with Power, ] we 


| ſhall not fail on all Occaſions, but ney at this time, to have 8 
- watchfull Eye oyer their ConduQt, the Mercies our preſent 
7 ofa to them both here ang in Ieland,(Mercies ta be 


none, but thoſe of the Almighe 4 cont, Fer unhinge them, 


ter die upon-France, a 196 to Rome wgSca 
an end [1% yain ns 2 > [mE - 


ment wha Mly unravel and their own Religion 
ours u extirpated by the victorious return. (v 
and we ou Jeprecare of the late 

fore {ince'n will 
dence Mn nd vB 
Deſi and {ince there. are | | 
wr pon Reaſon” that they. 

of them as ſtand out in defyance.to rY 
for 'them, And Genflemen, i t 18. yur 
al Fog Recifants, fr 1 dad a yo 


fecign ro the V 

By Proteſtant R ri Wen lc n | thoſe Progeltags 
land, who refuſe'to take Ru Gas 
the preſent King and Queen.. Ir mayl.60 


notwithſtanding the many rfl rec, we 


inter; iro one vr 


7 ny A En 
af our Right, the 


= fal 0 PAP pooh es; .and.4 a Woxd, the; Ad- 
Sy of Juſtice Thould have, been. eopir Genie 410.4 Freweb 
and Iriſh Army, and to a (Cabinet 


this gloomy Profptt, w bc oedema rk De 


('26') 


otwichſtanding the Miraculous deliverance out of theſe Extremiities, - 


that the Divine-Providence afforded us at the critical Inſtant, notwith. 


ſtanding'thoſe returns of Gratitude whicdk.we owe to God the Author, .. 


and. to our'preſent King, the ſucceſsful /Inflrument'of fo great a Mer. 
cy; notwithſtanding, the late: King's refutal ro do. "his Subjects that 


Juſtice which his Coronation Oath obliged him to, and which the-- 
Pritice, out © of grear kindhefs to this Nation, at a vaſt Expence, an. 


ah inexpreſſible hazard ro his own Perſon. came over. tv, demand , 
notwithſtanding the Late King's Voluntary. Defertion, his throwing up 
the Reins of Government, and leaving us in a ſtate of Anarchy and 
Confuſion, . notwithſtanding the;calm, deliberate and free Proceedings 
in: Calling, Chufing, and* Convening our Repreſentatives, notwiths 
ſtinding rhe Regular and'conſ(:derate Methods that wiſe Aflembly fol- 
low'd;'in' determining the great , Poinr of the Abdication,, and placing 
their preſent Sacred "Majeſty's in the 'vacatit "Throne, notwithſtandin 
the-manifeſt Reaſon! all privace Men have in fuch'Cales to ſubmit the 
owr Opinions ty the Publick Decifion. of ſo Avuguft 2. Body, norwnt, 
ſtinding the many Dangers and Difficulties, Fatigyes and Hazards,the in- 
defati 4 | 
fort,which the meatieſt Mahi her® enjoys ; forwithſtanding all this was 
iinderraken-meerty for our'Benefir and Safety, Peice and Preſeryation,(far 
| ing-our Saviour,and the Bl. Martyr K. Charles the 1, never did a- 
nyPritice wear'a Crownfo full of Thorns) notwithſtanding,(I fay) the 
Kings Perſonal Merits which  (withaur Flattery 1 ſpeak it), deſerve an 


- 


"Univerſal Empire ypori'Farth; and doubtleſs Will be, rewarded hereafter 


with one of the brighreſt Crowns in Heaven,” notwirkſtanding- all.chis, 
and iriuch-more which Þ could add, would the, time, permit me, it may 


"fI&yYRem'a Paradox,” but yet, *ris too notorious that there are_ſome + 
"Proteſtant Recufants, «who'will not be perfwaded they owe any Alle- - 
'Siance'or: Duty to this Prince: ' His Royal Endowments and Accom- 


error ets 57 that-as.much his Enemies as they are,- they 
areforcd roacknowledge thar he pbileſſes thern in the higheſt Degree, 


» and though they cannot love, they muſt admire him"for them... But -- 


*this while -rhey-think*him*an Intruder on the Rights of another 
and ſome of them are. ſo bold+as to call 'his Glorious: Reign a Profpe. 
rous Uſurpation,”-and-not '2 whit more to be juſtified then that execra- 
ble -one-of Cremwel..” I haye nor: time; nor 1s it my. Buſmefs. at pre- 


leLabour and mceflant Diligence and anxious Cares which have - 
byer dice that thine dev yed-his' Viajeſty that Eaſe, Repoſs and Toe. 


ſent .. 


( 27) 


Font, nor indeed is there any need. of ir after To-many : excellent Tron» 


tiſes have been written upon the SubjeCt;to argue in of the.Revo- 
lution and - the preſent Settlement -of. the-Nation. - Thoſe that| are :48s 
Friends require no farther Satisfaction, and thoſe that are:its Enemies, : 
are reſolved to continue: ſo, though its Advocates:had the Energy and 
Eloquence of Angels. Some of them indeed (but how few are they. !) 
I am fo charitable as-to believe cannot -comply with this|Government 
out of an Error of their underſtandings, rather-than a perverſe Obſti- 
nacy of their Will, and thoſe who are ſo-unhappy as-to be-under this 
miſtake, form no Cabals againſtthe Government, encourage -no {edi- 
tious Conventicles, ſend no traiterous Embaſlies to Frence, offer no in+ 
cenſe of Flattery.to that proud Tyrant, make no publick Afſignations 
for Rioting and Debauchery on ſuch Days as their Majeſties appoint 
for a National Humiliation ; nor in a'Word, make it more their Buſt 
neſs to'incenſe the People again{t the Preſent Government, and to n+ 
volve us in the Calamities of a Civil-War, that we'may be the calter 
Prey to the great Leviathan of Europe, than ito .keep a- Conſcience 
void of Offence, towards God and towards Men. This (Gentlemen). & 


is the CharaCter of ſuch a Jacobite, (for in that Title the whole Par-v. 16. 


ty-pride -themſelves) as is not dangerous; he conliders himſelf as ap 
Engliſh-Man and a Chriſtian, and though his Conſcience [being--mif 
informed) will not permit -him to be actively ſerviceable for the Go- 
vernment ; yet he looks on this Scene of Afﬀeairs to be much more E. 
ligible than the laſt, and thinks it an unpardonable- ingratitude to- a 
Proteſtant' Prince and Princeſs, 'whom he cannot but highly eſteem 
(as the only refuge for all the reformed Churches) to Sacrifice not on- 
ly them, and his own Country, but alſo all Europe to.an opinion 
which Nineteen parts in 'T'wenty of the moſt Learned and Pious Men 
in the Nation reject, and allmoſt all the Princes and States in- C hriften- 
dom difallow, and which if it could-univerſally preyail,would anly make 
his Ruine the more tolerable, becauſe he ſhould have ſo many Milli- 
ons of Companions/ in his Misfortune. 'To ſuch-a Man.as this, (if .a- 
ny ſuch can be found) I can truly fay. as the Roman Orator did--of 


himſelf upon another Occaſion, Me natura Myſericordem, patria ſeverum.; 


crudelem nec patrid nec natura efſe' voluis, My Nature inclines me to be 


Compaſſionate; a hearty. Zcal for our Religion, and Concernmenrt 

tor the publick Welfare of my Country may perhaps have made mea 

litle ſevere, but neither my Natural Diſpoſition, nor the temper of 
| E 2 : 


the 


(28 ) 
the"Eaghfſh Nation, nor the Genius of the Proteſtant, that is the true” 
Chrifan Religion, will allow me to be cruel. And indeed if the Ho- | 
neur and fafery of the Government would allow it, for my own patt,' | 
rhe moſt -impudent/ and! inveterate of the Factious Crew ſhould | 
be quietly permitted to fpit their yenom, and to ruine their own | 
Caufe (as they will at laſt) by their fooliſh and indiſcreet Manage- : 
ment. But a Government legally eftabaſhed and regularly adraini- 
fired (as ours is): muſt not ramely ſuffer the: infults of a few Pedants 
and Mechanicks ; ſuch as thofe whom neuher Prudetice nor Modeſty | | 
will reſtrain within the Limits of -their Duty, muſt be taught it by 
the ſevere Diſcipline of the Law. "Therefore, Gentlemen, it is your 
Buſineſs diligently ro enquire and duly to preſent all ſuch difafiefted 
and feditious Perfons, and we will take care to ſee them punilſh'd ac- | 
cording to the utmoſt rigour of the Law. , But, Gentlemen, after all 
that I have faid of the Popiſh Recuſants, and of the Proteſtants who 
are difafleted to this Government, and will not take the Oaths ; both | 
theſe we may look upon as our Friends and Adherents, if we compare 
their Character with that of thoſe Proteſtants, who ſwear Allegiance 
to their Majeſty's, only that they may werm themſelves into places of 
'Fruſt and Power, and ſo have the better Oppartunity to betray us. 
When an Enemy declares he will ſeek: aur Ruine: Self preſervation | 
prompts us to be upon our Guard, and tos make Preparations for our 
own Defence: But what way is there to keep our ſelves from being | 
deſtroyed, when the plaufible diſguiſe of Friendſhip, hides the fnare 
fom our Sight, till our Experience tells us, it is impoſhble to recover | 
our Fall ? It would ſeem a high Degree of ill Nature to fuſpet thoſe 
of T'reachery, who confirm all their Proteſtations of Sincerity by the 
ſacred Bond of an Oath ; and indeed in fuch a Caſe one ought not to 

x. Cor. c, be t00-ready to- fulpect, for Chriſtian. Charity thinkerh no Evil, but ; 

13.V, 5, yet-when Men's. Diſcourſe, Actions, and Behaviour, ſhew the ſecrer ; 
Inclinations of- their Hearts, we may then judge of the Tree by its 

Sr. Marth. Fruits. When Men who have taken the Oaths. to the Preſent King 

c 7.). 20:and Queen, and perhaps by that .means enjoy ſome Office of 'Truft bi 
under the Government, nay perhaps, when they ſtand in Competition q 

with a Man more truly and ſincerely Loyal, and carry thei Point a» 
ganaſt bim,. either by Foree, or Fraud, Bribery, or ſome other Artiti- 
ces,t00 mean for the Spirit .of arr Ezg/;/b Gentleman,to ſtoop to : VW hen 
1 fay, fich Men as theſe, ſhall cake-(nay feek} all occaſions wang | | 
tae 


( a9 ) 


Village on the Weſtern Coat, and doing fome ſmall D: to our 


Fleet, and to be firuck with Melancholy at King #/liam's. Vidtory - 


ar: the Boyne. 

When I ay, Men's Actions are fo contrary to their Profeffions ; 
what can we think of them but that they are the moſt egregious Hy- 
pocrites in Nature, a ſcandal to Mankind, and a reproach to the Re- 
ligion they Profeſs ! And ſuch as theſe certainly deſerve to be uncaſed, 
that the World may ſee them in their proper Colours, and ſtamp upon 
them that Brand of Infamy they fo well deſerve. For whatever Mer- 
& the Government may be ſo generous as to: extend tor its. Declared 
Enemies, theſe certainly- can't be ſo impudent as to put in for a Share. 


The Jews openly preferred Barrabas to our Saviour, and it is not. ina} St. Marth | 
| that ſome of thoſe very Men who fo loudly cryed aut, Crurifie © 57+: =6+ 
bim, came in afterwards, and proving Converts to the Chriſtiag Fairh, *** Mark. 


C.15.v.13. 
Sr, Macth. 
C.26. v.49» 
C. 27. V5» 
oon{Executioner.And if the Men I have becn ſpeaking of did but ferioully-- 
conſider the guilt of breaking {6 Solemn an Oath, they would cither * 


heartily repent of it a$ the Fews did of their Malice to our. Saviour, or - 


received their Pardon. Bue Judas that Sor of Perdition, who betrayed | by 
Lord with a Kiſs, and the ſmooth-Coniplemens of Hail Maſter, found no 
place-for Repentance, bus being over-whelmed with Deſpair, became ' by 


ele follow the ſteps (in his End as well as in his 'Treachery) of their 
great Apoſtle Fudas. In the mean time (Gentlernen} it'is the-Duty of 


all thoſe who wiſh well to the Government, to difeover ſuch V itlains | 


andbring them to Puniſhment ; for elſe if they 'go'on. ſtill. in, their ſedi 


tous Prattices, and-pervert the- 'T'ruſts they have-commirred to them. 
to the ruine of our preſent Settlement, we ſhall too late be fenfible by + 
fad experience. that tho.they haye the voice of Faadby yer thew: | 


QC. 
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( 39.) 
afe the hands of Eſau : hatids full of Treachery and Rapine, Fraud, De- 
ceit, and Blood ! Therefore, Geritlemen, 1 hope you will not- fail to ens 
quire and preſent ſuch Men, who, tho they have Sworn Allegiance to 
the Government, yet boldly expreſs their difaffeftion to it by Seditious 
Speeches and malevolent Refletions. I have now, Genelemen, declared 
to you at large, in relation to your Inquiries and prefentments, the Du- 
ties you owe to God and to the King ; to the former, Fear and Reve- 
rence; to the latter, Honour and Allegiance. I now proceed to dif. 


- courſe to you of the Duties owing to ſubordinate Magiſtrates, which 


are theſe : A reſpe& to them on the account of the CharaCter they 
bear, and a due Submiſſion to their Legal Orders, for our Laws are 
ſo careful to preſerve the Chain of ſubordinate Government entire, that 
*tis Murther to kill the meaneft Officer in the Execution of his Office, 
and to abuſe him in it, or for it, is a high Contempt and puniſhable 
in this Court ; as are alſo all Contempts of the under Officers towards 
us their Superiors, in negleCting to obey our Orders, and execute our 
Warrants, and likewiſe all Diſobedient, Sawcy, and unmannerly Be. _ 
haviour of any other Perſon that is brought before us. Theſe things 
Gentlemen, you are to enquire and Preſent. 

In the next place, Gentlemen, you are to enquire and preſent all 
Offences a inſt that Civil Juſtice we owe to our Fellow Subjects, and 
they are theſe, 1. Petty-Treaſon, of which all thoſe are guilty who 
being Wives, Children, Servants , or private Clergy-Men, Murther 
their Husbands, Parents, Maſters, Miſtrifles, Diocelans or Ordinaries: 
For all theſe Offenders owe Faith, Duty, and private Obedience to the 
party Murthered. After Petty-Treaſon, the next Felony you are to 
preſent (for theſe and ſeveral other Crimes come under the general 
Denomination of Felony) is Murther. This, when it is committed 
upon' Malice prepenſe, is called willful Murther, andthe Offender 'hath 
no Benefit of bs Clergy, and within this comes alſo Malice im- 
plyed, 'where a Perſon ſuddenly kills another without any Provocati- 
on given, or ſtabs a Man who hath no weapon drawn. Manſlaugh- 
ter 1s where a Perſon kills another upon preſent. heat or a ſudden 
Pafhion, 'in this Caſe the Offender is allowed his Clergy. 'The next 
Crimes to'be ' enquired and -prefented (as* Felonies) are Rapes, Bur- 


Tings of Houſes, Burglary, and all forts of Robberies, whether on the 


Road or in Houſes open or ſhut, ſtealing of Horſes br other Cattel 
abroad, 'of elſewhere. ''Thefts, Petty Larcenaries, and the return of 


Li 


* any 


(31) 
any Wei erovs Rogue into this Realm, withour: Licenſe, after he hath 
been” Baiſhed, is Felony, and enquirable in this: Coutt, as/are like- 
wile all nianner of Felonies: whatſoever, | You are likewiſe to 

and preſent all Treſf =_ inſt the Pedce';-and theſe are Affaults, " 
Batteries, 'Blood- ems, forcible Entries, fotcible Detainers, | 
Riots, Routs' and Ro efatl Aﬀembles.' Whar-:theſe | are; I :doubr 

not but you all-very well know, and therefore- 1 ſhall not ſpend time 

in defining them to-you; but only-rel you a that it is your Duty 
"16-efiquire- and preſent them. - -In_ the inexr . Gentlemen, youare - 
-t6 enquire and -preſent-all LibeNers, Barretors; Extortioners, Frauds, and 
-Beveits; the neglect of all Conſtables, Headboroughsand Tything-Mem, - 
" itdoing their Duties,(efpecially as £o, all Matters relating tothe pugifhing : 
:and'frepreſfirig of Vice and Debauchery,concerning which I havealready - 
' difcourſed to you at large;) as likewiſe rhe neglect of all-Overſeers: of * 
"the Poor, and Survei of the! High-ways, -in re.atjon-to whom. I | 
'defire you to rake Notice of the 'T'wo AttFof; Parliament paſs'dithis + 
laft- Seffion}' concerning; the Poorcand>the 'High-ways;; .of.rwhich)I 
would give you the -Heads if the Time would: allowme:;+ \You arc 
alfo to-enquire and preſent all- Diſorders between Maſters and Servants; 
all Fore-ſtallers; 1ngroſlers, -Regrators, Deſtroyers 'of the Game, and * 
difordered Vittuallers, and-you are to'enquire and preſent all Annoy- - 
ances; as Diforderly Ale-houfe- keepers , Cortagers,' Receivers of In- *- 
mates; the-defavlts of High-ways _ Bridges, and-the - 
free Pa to R and V who to be ſeverely y 
niſt”d, ru. pr "a op the & cg their legal Settlemenr. Gentle : 
men, þ am ſenſible I may have omitted ſeveral particulars of your Duty; *- 
but-ſince you cannot (as Iuppol2) by i ighorant of them; that will not © 
excuſe. you from preſenting ” and all other Offences -that come to * + 
your Knowledge. - As to thoſe Points that I have fo Das A 

I muſt:tell you plainly, that I'expe&t you uſe your wut 

] had almoſt forgot to hint ro-you one Reaſon; as ſtrong any ths 
can be'drawn 7 Intereſt, why you ſhould puniſh all» Immo-- 
ralities with the. utmoſÞ rigeur of Naw,)and thas. Þ, the _ tran 
of the Poor in almoſt every Parith, ſo that in ſhave,p * 
for the Poor exceed the publick Paxes alleſſed'by Pa 
rying onthe War. . Whereas I dard boldly Aﬀiwin, 1 
Swearers., prophatiers of the Lor@s *Day , Drunk: 
thoſe .lnn-keepers, Ale-houſe-keepers, -and \ iQtualleny who th 
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